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Kneel & adore

I was chatting to Noni the other day about a chorister who happened to be in church, arranging for his son to be married at St Mary's. He used to be in the choir, so naturally I wanted to know whether he was badly behaved, passing sweets in the pews, or talking through the sermon. I have to say, they were both rather tight-lipped, so I'm guessing that maybe he was a bit of a mischief! 

We started chatting about how things were, and we soon realised that our ideas of how to behave in church has changed over the years, and that the things we do now would have been frowned upon not that long ago. 

I remembered when I was going to my childhood church. Most of the women wore hats (especially those of a certain age), and it would have been a bit odd if this were not the case. I also remember being told off for giggling during the service on more than one occasion, not by mum but by a random member of the congregation, it seemed to be everyone's job to keep order.  Again, this would not happen today. 

One thing we don't do in church anymore which in my opinion, diminishes our experience of worship and prayer, is kneel. We have a church full of elaborately decorated kneelers, but they're never used. Try suggesting we get rid of them as they seem to be redundant, and you'd think you'd committed a blasphemous crime! 

And yet, why do we have them, if we don't use them?  

Everything in church has a purpose, a use, either practical or spiritual, pointing us towards God. Kneeling together (as the Book of Common Prayer instructs us) is part of how we express our worship, penitence and adoration, a great leveller when meeting together in God's House. 

Only. We don't. 

Some of us are creaky and might get stuck if we knelt, but most of us would manage. If not, I'm sure our neighbour would help us up!

This Sunday, let's try it. Let's see how it changes our experience of God and our collective worship together. 

'O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.' 
Psalm 95:6-7

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news
Remember, our Harvest Festival starts at 11am on Sunday 4th October, with lunch afterwards – if you are planning on attending, please add your name to the list in the Church for catering, cost is £10 per person – see Debs.!  
Our monthly Work Parties, tidying the churchyard, are back again on Saturday October 4th.  Don is organising, it’s just 2 hours exercise as well as a “good chat”!  Our next Walking group is on Saturday 17th October starting at 10am, let Phil know if you’d like to join in, it’s a local, flat and easy, meander around local paths and lanes.

The Christian Aid Quiz night is on October 10th at 7 for 7.30 at Alderley Edge Scout Hut, tickets are £16 with a fish and chip supper and donation to Christian Aid.  Follow this link: https://www.seaty.co.uk/christianaidquiz  Fiona is planning to take a team, so why not join her or take your own team.

We are still keen to move folk to standing order giving, just set up the standing order to our Church (covenants) Bank account: 30696439 sort code:20-53-77 “PCC St Marys Alderley”.  If you need any help to move, Phil, Debs or Alan can help.

Diary dates 
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 4th October 11.00am – Harvest Festival Service– Nathan
Sunday 11th October 9.45am Eucharist – Nathan
Monday 12th October Bible Study 6.30pm Rectory
Tuesday 13th October 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Saturday 17th October 10am Walking Group 
Sunday 18th October 9.45am Eucharist – Nathan
Sunday 25th October 9.45am BCP– Linda

NOVEMBER
Sunday 1st November 9.45am Eucharist – Nathan
Sunday 8th November 10.30am Rememberable Service - Nathan

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/

200 club winners: 
1st Rachel Mogg		2nd Judy Swales		3rd Margaret Worthington
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