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'Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up'. Galatians 6:9

Some time ago, the Church of England got rather excited about what was coined a 'quiet revival'. This was a way of describing a small but significant increase in church attendance across the country, particularly amongst younger people. Wonderful news! Apart from the fact that it seems to have been based on rather flawed evidence. 

We're now not quite sure what the figures show us, but a small uptick in attendance is sill clear. 

My first reaction, I have to admit, was rather negative. How can we get a piece of research so wrong on such an important part of our missional strategy i.e. church growth. And yet, here we are, with egg on our faces again. 

As a church, we like to cling on to facts and figures. Any hint of a turnaround in our fortunes (decline, elderly congregations etc) is definitely something to celebrate, but is not the be-all-and-end-all. 

I wonder if we've got things backwards way round? 

As a clergyman in a small semi-rural parish, I understand the anxiety and the need to focus on growth. When we have a week at St Mary's when the numbers are lower than usual, I too start to worry and am all too relieved when the next week they're back up again. Us Vicar's always want 'bums on seats'! But maybe I could save myself a lot of stress by just trusting that what we're doing is the right thing, that we are doing good, that the word is being preached and the love of God is being spread across our parish. 

I will never grow weary of trying to do good, to care for the vulnerable, the sick and the lonely; however many times I fail in this, I'll keep trying. It is in this trying that my hope lies. 

This passage from St Paul gives me hope, and also pulls me up short, for at the right time God will give His increase, in His time, not mine. Frustrating, but an approach which insists that we dwell in faith, and rest in God. And so, we may not be facing a new revival, but a period of time where we simply carry on, eyes fixed on the goal; telling folk about the gospel, faithfully putting one foot in front of the other. Not headline grabbing, but effective and productive. 

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news

Well, the Fish and Chip supper was fantastic, huge thanks to Izzy and Stuart for organising, sorting out the quizzes and raffle prizes, I reckon that most of us won a prize?  With over 40 attendees, it felt like the whole congregation turned up!

Our monthly work parties, tidying the Churchyard, start this coming Saturday 2nd May.  Please come down to give us a hand – it’s great fun…remember to bring coffee and a snack, we start at around 10am. 

Fiona has asked me to publicise the Christian Aid walk on Saturday May 16th.  It starts at the Methodist church in Alderley edge at 10.30amand finished in the same place at 1pm for refreshments.  The Church walking group will be joining the Christian Aid walk this month, so ask Fiona for a sponsorship form, or if you’re not planning to walk, sponsor Austin or Stuart, who have already started canvassing!

Most importantly we hold our Annual Meeting on Sunday May 24th, after the Sunday morning service.  Everyone is invited and it gives you an opportunity to be involved and have your say!  We’ve booked the Hall and will have coffee as usual, but in the Hall rather than Church.


Diary dates 
Sunday 3rd May BCP - 9.45am – Nathan
Sunday 10th May BCP - 9.45am - Linda 
Tuesday 12th May 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Saturday 16th May Walk in aid of Christian Aid
Sunday 17th May 9.45am ALL AGE SERVICE - Nathan
Sunday 24th May 9.45am – Common Worship Eucharist– Nathan
Sunday 24th May 11am - Church Annual Meeting Village Hall
Sunday 31st May BCP - 9.45am – Nathan
JUNE
Sunday 7th June 9.45am – Common Worship Eucharist– Nathan

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/


200 club winners: 
1st Juliana Maynard	2nd Roger Swales	3rd Harold Cataquet
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