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January 2026
New year, new you?
How many emails have you had encouraging you to join a gym, start a new diet or get fit in 2026? I've had quite a few! Last year I made some resolutions, you know the type of thing; more exercise, lose some weight, eat more healthily. Also, some thoughts around seizing opportunities where I found them and being more adventurous. Well, 2025 didn't quite turn our as planned. First came my foot operation which took longer than I'd anticipated to heal and then family life took what little 'spare' energy and time I had.

So, 2026 is going to be different, not because I'll follow through on any resolutions, apart from this one; not to make any! 

When we think of our lives of faith, it seems to me that too much planning leaves very little space for creative input from God. It's a bit like having a career plan, just as I had all those years ago before ordination, and then realising that God had something quite different in mind for me, and for you too. I'm not saying that we waft along aimlessly in 2026 with no structure or idea of where we're going or what we want to achieve, but that maybe we leave more room for surprises, God's surprises. 

2025 has been a wonderful year. It's been full of lots of wonderful celebrations and real joy here at St Mary's. Our pet service and our recent Christmas celebrations with church packed over and over again has been wonderful. We've also had some really sad times when we've grieved, especially as we said goodbye to our Churchwarden Ken. He is badly missed and I still expect to see him in his stall at the back of church, and then remember that he is no longer with us. 

2026 will no doubt be filled with the wonderful rhythm of worship, the passing of the seasons and our daily lives together. 

Our lives move on, St Mary's moves on, and we look forward to the challenges we will face, and the plans we will turn into action, with the caveat that God may have different ideas, and that that's OK. 

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news

A happy new year to everyone, it was lovely to see the Church so busy over Christmas.  Nathan drew the winners to the Christmas Hamper on Christmas morning, Anne Carter won first prize, with runners up being Alan Clarke and Don Henderson.  I hear from Michael P that donations for the Christmas decorations were a bit down this year.  As ever, the decorations were wonderful, making the Church really magical this Christmas… (big thank you to Michael and team) it’s not too late to donate, the box is on the right-hand side as you enter the Church.

Don wants to thank everyone who came along to help on the four Saturday mornings this year, making a huge difference to the churchyard in uncovering hidden gravestones and cutting back overgrown trees and shrubs. There is still much to be done, especially on the north side of the church where rhododendrons have recently been cut down. Next year, we plan to have monthly work parties on the first Saturday of the month starting in April. 
Please come down to give us a hand - it is fun and very satisfying to look back at what has been achieved. 

A change to the Newsletter for February and March, February’s will come out early (around 24th February) to cover both months, normal service will resume for the April edition.  Also, I approached a few people in Church last Sunday and collected a half dozen email addresses…if you know anyone who would like to receive the news but isn’t on the list let Phil know.

Diary dates 
Saturday 3rd January FIRST NEW YEARS WALK with lunch afterwards - Will
Sunday 4th January Epiphany Eucharist 9.45am – Nathan
Sunday 11th January ALL AGE SERVICE 9.45am– Nathan
Tuesday 13th January 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Sunday 18th January 9.30am BCP – Linda
Saturday 24th January – Walking group - Don
Sunday 25th January All Age Eucharist 9.45am – Nathan
Sunday 1st February Eucharist common worship 9.45am - Nathan 

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/ 

200 club winners: 
1. Roger Swales 		2. Michael Penlington 		3. Judy Sawles
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