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'There's no place like home'

It's been quite a start to the New Year. At first, I caught a bad cold, routine for clergy after shaking so many hands and meeting lots of people over the Christmas period. Not the best start to 2026 but no big deal. Then we got the call from my mother's GP; 'Come now. She's dying'.

Off we rushed to her bedside, and there she was, looking as if she was breathing her last. In the next few days, me and my brother started to make funeral arrangements and to think about our mum's wishes and how we could best carry them out. 

One question, after 93 years (it was her birthday last week), 11 of them with dementia, was where to have the service. Where is home? She has moved around quite a bit and the family home has long gone. Do we take her back to Bridlington which is where she was born, or do we bring her closer to me or my brother? We've done a lot of thinking! Most of her friends are gone, or too old to travel, so what to do?

After we sat (admittedly with a lovely bottle of sloe gin made by a friend of ours and gifted to us at Christmas) we came up with some answers. You see, my mother is a person of great and deep faith, not complicated or particularly theological but profound and long lasting. Since her youth when she gave her life to Christ, she has read her bible every day and went to services up until she was unable to do so. God has been her life. And so, we decided that her eyes have always been fixed on her heavenly home, so the decision of where to say goodbye is less important. The feeling of relief was immense. 

Home for her, and for us, is with God. We may have emotional attachments to people and places and things, but when our time is done, we return home. We often hear this when we attend a funeral or memorial service, but perhaps don't give it much thought. Our place is with God, whilst we continue our earthly journeys and when we go back to Him. 

I hope this doesn't sound depressing because that's not the intention, but rather to fill us with hope and to calm our spirits as we begin a new year. I write this as a way of encouraging us to look up, to remember who we belong to, something we all need to do from time to time. 2026 may have started well for you, or you may be thinking nothing in your life has changed. By remembering our heavenly home, we are encouraged to live our best lives here on earth with confidence and joy, with love and with hope, whatever age we are. 

Nearly two weeks later, mother is still very much with us. Yorkshire women are made of strong stuff and she's not giving up lightly! But one thing I know is, she knows where home is, in her heart. Her home is not here, but with the Lord who she has loved and served all her life. She will soon worship on a different shore and in a place we can barely imagine. This is the home promised to us, through baptism and through faith. 

So, let's continue our journey through 2026 with our eyes fixed on Jesus, with resolve to serve Him and each other with each and every step for 'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble' Psalm 46:1

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news

A change to the Newsletter for February and March, this one will cover both months, normal service will resume for the April edition.  In addition, please note some changes to service times:
· Ash Wednesday service 6pm
· 15th March Mothering Sunday service 11am
· Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services start at 6pm
Nathan would also like to extend a warm welcome to his annual Pancake party at the Rectory on Tuesday 17th February at 7pm and Nathans pancakes are particularly good; in fact, he might even make them himself!  

Don is planning to have monthly work parties on the first Saturday of the month starting in April. Please come down to give us a hand - it is fun and very satisfying to look back at what has been achieved. 

Diary dates 
Sunday 1st February Eucharist Common worship 9.45am – Nathan
Sunday 8th February ALL AGE SERVICE 9.45am– Nathan
Tuesday 10th February 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Sunday 15th February 9.45am Valentines Service “all you need is love” – Nathan & Anne
Tuesday 17th February Pancake Party at the Rectory 7pm
Wednesday 18th February 6pm Ash Wednesday Service - Nathan with imposition of ashes
Saturday 21st February – Walking group –Will leading
Sunday 22nd February BCP 9.45am – Linda
MARCH
Sunday 1st March St Davids Day all age service 9.45am - Nathan 
Sunday 8th March Eucharist Common Worship 9.45am – Nathan
Tuesday 10th March 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Sunday 15th March Mothering Sunday ALL AGE SERVICE followed by fizz - 11am – Nathan
Saturday March 21st Walking Group – Phil leading
Sunday 22nd March BCP 9.45am – Linda
Sunday 29th March ALL AGE SERVICE 9.45am – Nathan
APRIL
Maundy Thursday 2nd April Liturgy 6pm – Nathan
Friday 3rd April The Good Friday Liturgy 6pm – Nathan
Sunday 5th April ALL AGE Eucharist 9.45am – Nathan – followed by easter egg hunt


Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/ 

200 club winners: 
1. Beryl Smith 		2. Juliana Maynard 		3. Elizabeth Wareham
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