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Well, it's finally happened
The thing I've been dreading for the last few years, and there's nothing I can do about it.  After a trip to the opticians, I now know that I need a pair of 'occupational glasses', in other words, reading specs!

The reason I've been dreading it is because I know this will be just one more thing for me to misplace. The boys are already poised to shout 'they're on your head!' or check the kitchen table!' It's a sign of the passing of time and the need for those little things that help us with every day tasks, in my case, the reading of emails and the reading of books. 

One book I've been reading is Murder Before Evensong. If you've not read it, go out and buy it now (from a local bookshop of course)! What better way of winding down after a long day than reading about a horrible crime committed in a pretty, rural church.... The story is of one Canon Clement who is holy and good, if a little naive. He finds it hard to imagine that bad things can happen, even in a quiet village. Life is peaceful until his rather domineering mother comes to stay. They embark on all sorts of adventures together and with the help of a detective, try to solve this dreadful crime. If you've finished the book, don't tell me the end! One thing I love is the close-knit community. For some, this would feel intrusive, but it's a lovely thing to be surrounded by people who care for you and look out for you, especially as we get older. Some of the characters you will see in every parish church, along with deep friendships forged over many years. 

At St Mary's, we are privileged to have a wide range of ages and I enjoy spending time with those who remember the parish when it was quite different. Stories of choir antics and Sunday School trips, to packed churches three times a day on a Sunday, how things have changed, even though our church is filling up again, thanks be to God. 

Quite often we are told that the church must grow younger, and that's true. However, we fail to appreciate those who are older at our peril, for wisdom and reflection are tools we need to move forward, to create something new. Parish life is different, the Church of England is different, even from the 1980's when Richard Coles sets his book, but the life of the parish goes on regardless, it is part of us and we are part of it, as we journey together. 

Now, where did I put my specs?..........

Rev Nathan Jarvis
. 
Church news
We are sending this month’s newsletter out a little earlier, to remind everyone that on Saturday morning 1st November (10.00-12.00) we have a working party to tidy the Churchyard.  Just turn up with some coffee and a few garden tools, it’s amazing what a few of us can achieve in two hours!  See Don for more details, we always have a good time…

A huge thankyou to Debs for almost single handedly cooking the Harvest lunch – that 40 lunches made and delivered, thanks too, to all the helpers on the day, particularly Barry; a whizz at washing up, I could barely keep up with the drying.

ALSO please note that the ALL SAINTS service on 2nd November evening is CANCELLED

We’ve had an initial OK to putting a “proper” kitchenette at the back of the Church where we currently serve tea and coffee after the service.  Coffee and a chat has become a bit of an institution, giving us all a chance to catch up, as well as meet new people to the Church.  We’ve designed it so that it will merge into the rest of the Church, Don or Phil have details.  As with everything these days its expensive, so we are looking at how we can pay for it!

Finally, there is a Christmas Craft Fair, in the Village Hall, on Saturday 6th December 10am-3pm.

Diary dates 
Sunday 2nd November 6pm ALL SAINTS SERVICE - Nathan 
Sunday 9th November Remembrance Service 11 am – Nathan
Tuesday 11th November 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Sunday 16th November BCP 9.45 am – Nathan
Sunday 23rd November BCP 9.45am – Nathan (including Indias christening)
Sunday 30th November Eucharist 9.45am – Nathan
Sunday 30th November ADVENT carol service 6.00pm - Nathan
December 7th Patronal Festival (Guest speaker) 9.45am - Nathan

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/ 

200 club winners: 
1. Roslyn Dutch 2. Don Henderson   3. Fiona Ablett
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