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Recently, we've been given the go-ahead by the church authorities for a new servery at St Mary's. The process was long and involved a lot of paperwork (thank you Phil), but we've got there in the end. 

I was talking about it with someone who lives in the village (and never comes to church) the other day and was surprised to hear his reaction to the news. 'We've survived hundreds of years without one, why do we need one now?' Interesting point, but one which may be a bit redundant in a world where we need conveniences like loos, disabled access, running water and yes, even a place to serve refreshments. 

It got me thinking about what makes an ancient building work. Is it the modern adaptations we now expect of any public building, or is it something different? 

You may know that I spend a lot of time in North Wales. One of my favourite churches is St Tanwg's, near Harlech. It was famously left to collapse and was eventually claimed by the sand, buried for years until it was excavated and used to store and dry fishing nets. A hundred years later, and it has been restored, and is now used for regular services once or twice a month. It's an extraordinary place with an atmosphere you could cut with a knife, especially as dusk falls and the church becomes a series of shadows and dimly lit areas, creating a place of intense stillness and peace. It has no electricity, no heating, no water, only a sense of it being prayed in since 453 AD. 

You may not be able to wash your hands or attend an evening service without bringing your own candle, but you just might meet God there. You may find peace there. Your life may be transformed there.  Maybe it's worth the inconvenience? 

Folk love our church buildings because they are old, interesting and rather beautiful, I do too. But they are not museums, monuments to a bygone age, they are (and have to be) working, usable spaces for worship and community gatherings, otherwise, they close, just like St Tanwg's did all those years ago. But they are also places of encounter and prayer, places where the veil between heaven and earth is thin. 

As you enjoy the new space at St Mary's (and indeed our new under pew heating installed last week just in time for the weather change), spare a thought for those keep these amazing places alive, even churches without the modern-day luxuries we now expect. 

The prayer of St Tanwg:

O God, who led your servant Saint Tanwg to build a house of prayer among the shifting sands;
Grant that amid the changing tides of this life, our hearts may be firmly fixed upon your eternal truth.
As the walls of this ancient place withstand the wind and the waves, so protect us by your grace from all adversity. Keep us rooted in the earth, yet within easy reach of heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news
Please remember that our service on Sunday 27th September is Evening Eucharist starting at 6pm – followed by Drinks!  There will be NO MORNING SERVICE.  Also, our Harvest Festival will start at 11am on Sunday 4th October, with lunch afterwards – please make a note in your diary!  Our next monthly Bible Study (Journeying Deeper) is planned for Monday evening 14th September at 6.30pm at the Rectory, ALL WELCOME!  

Our monthly Work Parties, tidying the churchyard, are back on Saturday September 5th.  We’ve made a brilliant start on the north side of the Church, removing all the brambles and exposing some interesting graves…bit like a treasure hunt.  It’s only a couple of hours starting at 10am, remember to bring coffee.  Our next Walking group is on Saturday 19th September starting at 10am.  Chat to Will if you’d like details.

After 3 years, we’ve finally got all our heating sorted out.  With the new boiler AND the under-pew heating (in the central part of the nave) we should all be toasty this winter…even the Choir and Nathans seat!  Trouble is it’s not on a timer so those of us “on duty” will need to remember to switch it OFF.  I’d suggested putting an alarm on your phone when its turned on!

We are still keen to move folk to standing order giving, just set up the standing order to our Church (covenants) Bank account: 30696439 sort code:20-53-77 “PCC St Marys Alderley”.  If you need any help to move, Phil, Debs or Alan can help.

Diary dates 
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 6th September 9.45am – All age “back to school” service with baptism– Nathan
Tuesday 8th September 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Sunday 13th September 9.45am Eucharist - Nathan
Monday 14th September Bible Study 6.30pm Rectory
Saturday 19th September 10am Walking Group 
Sunday 20th September 9.45am BCP – Linda
Sunday 27th September 6pm Evening Eucharist followed by drinks – Nathan

OCTOBER
Sunday 4th October HARVEST FESTIVAL followed by lunch – 11.00am – Nathan

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/

200 club winners: 
1st Barry Smith		2nd Roger Swales	3rd Joyce Davis
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