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It smells of old stone & prayers

Recently, I had the pleasure of being able to meet two parishioners who had not been in St Mary's for over 50 years. They were married here, and have fond memories of the place, and have thought of us often through moves abroad and now back to the UK.

As we entered the building, they both started to well up with emotion.

They told me the thing that really got to them was not the stained glass, the pews or the flowers, but the smell. The smell of a place stays with you, especially the smell of old stone. Over these extremely warm weeks, St Mary's has heated up nicely, but also has given off a fragrance of stability and suredness which only ancient places can give. 

'It smells of old stone and prayers' 

It got me thinking about what we mean when we say a place is full of prayer, full of atmosphere, full of love, or full of the Holy Spirit, all things (I'm happy to report) I've heard recently said about this place. 

St Mary's, along with many places of worship does have an atmosphere, a particular feel which is hard to put your finger on. I sense it on a still, quiet morning as I sit in my stall as dozens of Rector's have done before me. I sense it when my mind wanders (yes, it even happens to clergy!) and I look up from my prayer book and notice the sun streaming through the stained glass and I feel it when I'm there through the night during a vigil or special service. 

These places are special. 

What place do you go to when you want to not only remember, but feel the past, present and future? Is it a church, or during a favourite walk, or maybe it's when you smell something which takes you back to a certain time and place?

Atmosphere is a hard thing to put your finger on. It's a word we use often, but can't really define. It's not scientific, and it's not 'provable' and yet, it's part of all times and all places. 

Just as Moses was told to take his shoes off on holy ground (Exodus 3:5) or when Jacob wakes up in the house of God seeing the gates of heaven (Genesis 28:16-17) or when Jesus takes His disciples up a mountain, sanctifying and setting the place aside as a place of prayer  (Luke 9:28-35), we too are on holy ground when we enter church. 

What do you feel when you enter St Mary's? I pray that you feel the love, the welcome, the prayer and the hopes for our future as we journey together. Amen.

Rev Nathan Jarvis

Church news

Big thanks to Austin, Barry and everyone who helped make such a success of the last Fish & Chip supper and Quiz – although it seems you had an unfair advantage if you were football knowledgeable.  Our first monthly Bible Study went well, with a second planned for Monday evening 10th August at 6.30pm at the Rectory, ALL WELCOME!  Our monthly Work Parties, take a break this month, we hope to be back Saturday September 5th.  

Please remember that our service on Sunday 16th August is Evening Eucharist starting at 6pm – followed by Drinks!  There will be NO MORNING SERVICE.
Whilst we had to cancel the last Walking group, our next, led by Stuart will be on Saturday 15th August starting at 10am.  Will or Stuart will be sending out details nearer the time, but if you are interested in being added to the “list” let Will know.

We’ve just heard that the Kitchenette Faculty has been approved, huge thanks to James Wareham for drawing up the brilliant plans which pushed us over the line!  There are a few further steps to go through before we can start the work, however we hope to be able to start the work in the Autumn.

SAVE THE DATE Oasis open days Wednesday & Thursday 6th & 7th October – 10am – 2pm each day everyone welcome.  See the note on the Church notice board.
.
We are still keen to move folk to standing order giving, just set up the standing order to our Church (covenants) Bank account: 30696439 sort code:20-53-77 “PCC St Marys Alderley”.  If you need any help to move, Phil, Debs or Alan can help.

Diary dates 
AUGUST
Sunday 2nd August 9.45am – Common Worship Eucharist– Nathan
Sunday 9th August 9.45am BCP - Nathan
Monday 10th August Bible Study 6.30pm Rectory
Tuesday 11th August 10.30am Coffee - De Trafford Arms, Alderley – All welcome
Saturday 15th August 10am Walking Group – Stuart leading
Sunday 16th August 6pm Evening Eucharist – Nathan
Sunday 23rd August 9.45am BCP – Linda
Sunday 30th August 9.45am BCP – Linda

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 6th September ALL AGE “back to school” service - 9.45am – Nathan

Remember, if you need to check what’s on at the Church, go to the website, what’s on/Rota or use this link: https://www.alderleychurch.co.uk/rota/

200 club winners: 
1st Elizabeth Wareham	2nd Don Henderson	3rd Malcolm Bell
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