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From Nathan1

I’'m writing in that ‘in between’ time. The joys of Christmas are only just be-
hind us and there are a few days left of this year before we start a new ad-
venture in 2024.

Traditionally, this is the time when we vow to turn over a new leaf. Maybe
we want to join a gym, eat more healthily or get out walking more this next
year. We all have our aims and in some cases, pipe dreams. This is be-
cause most of us will set resolutions, only to break them and feel dreadful
a few days into the new year.

This year, I'm going to do things differently. How about you?

This year, | want to start with the small things which will, in turn, change
the way | look at the big things.

One change I'm going to make is to spend a lot more time outside. We all
live in an amazing part of the country, surrounded by such beauty and yet,
we spend most of our time inside. I'm often in front of my laptop, writing,
planning, reading or making phone calls, or of course, in Church. ‘.

I’m going to try to adapt how | work to being able to be in the fresh air, in
nature and in God’s creation. | read somewhere that the NHS is now so-
cially prescribing time spent outside, something which use to be the norm,
especially when i was a kid. In the holidays, even the Christmas break, we
would be sent off with a packed lunch to go and explore, to use our imagi-
nations and create our own worlds of wonder and joy. It worked. This be-
ing outside made me a lover of nature and | could (at one time) have recit-
ed all the names of the trees, mushrooms, birds and other plants I'd come
across when out and about.

Being outside not only gives you time to appreciate the small things, but
also helps with creativity and brain activity. How often have you faced a
difficult question or problem, gone for a walk and then come back with a
solution? That is no coincidence.
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Appreciating the day-to-day, finding happiness in small things is also the
key to a happier life.

| sometimes wish our children would focus more on that, finding satisfac-
tion in what’s around us, rather than chasing the dream of being a
YouTube star or a computer gaming genius. Satisfaction is to be found all
around us, and within us.

So, as we start this new year, I'd like to say thank you for my first six
months in post at St Mary’s and especially for Christmas. Our church and
community came together in wonderfully creative ways and we’ll continue
this into 2024. We have lots planned, so keep an eye out for events and
services, some of which will be outside in the fresh air.

| pray that this next year will be fun or joy, love and hope but most of all
satisfaction in all the small things.

Canon Nathan Jarvis



.Church news

After the build up to Christmas with all the wonderful Services that Nathan
provided, we can approach 2024 with a renewed energy and sense of
direction. A massive thank you to Nathan for all his hard work and enthu-
siasm in making Advent a special time and throughout the first six months
of his Ministry with us. It was great to see the local School using St Marys
for their Christingle service, | know there are further plans to build links
during 2024.

The Church looked lovely and once again Michael and his team are to be
congratulated on the amazing Christmas displays.

Dates for your diary
Sunday Services continue at 9.45 a.m. each week and Epiphany
lis ahead of us.

Tuesday January 10th .... Coffee continues at the De Trafford rms
at 10.30 a.m. St Marys walking group starts its 2024 diary of walks
on Saturday 6™ January, with a “starter” to get the walkers “warmed
up”! If you feel like joining in, let me know.

As we enter this New Year, | hope we will all commit to making St Mary’s
a thriving Community, welcoming new people, encouraging others to get
involved, and really appreciating the opportunity to expand our approach.
A huge thank you to those who quietly get on with all the work required to
keep a Parish Church running well. New help is very much wel-

comed. Do please offer your time or skills if you are able. Many of our
older members dedicated their time and energy to St Mary’s in the past
and continue to offer their encouragement to us all. They are a hard act to
follow!

Wishing you all a Healthy and Happy and Peaceful New Year.

Fiona Ablett



Thank you from Oasis, Gorton

Thank you very much for the Christmas gifts - foodstuffs and presents, for
our community at Gorton, Manchester. They were most gratefully received.

| am always worried as Oasis closes over Christmas (clearly the staff need a
break, | understand that!) - but how do people manage with this lifeline not
in place? The answer is in the food packages which are given out before the
centre closes. Anyway, it is good that it is fully open again now - b days a
week, from 9.30 - 2.30 - providing free breakfasts, lunches and drinks for all
who come inside!

As well as food, the centre provides a warm place to go, the shop, education
and training and job application support. It is a super resource, and | am

very proud to be part of it.

Thank you for thinking of others during the festive time.

Lesley Marsh



RECTOR of ALDERLEY
REV CANON NATHAN JARVIS

S. Mary Alderley
Church Lane
Nether Alderley
SK10 4TW

WEBSITES
www. alderleychurch.co.uk
Mark Wilkinson (web@alderleychurch.co.uk)
www.stmarysalderley.com (our heritage)
Jenny Youatt (info@stmarysalderley.com)
facebook—St.Mary’s Church, Nether Alderley

SUNDAY SERVICES

1st Sunday:- Eucharist

2nd Sunday:- Eucharist
3rd Sunday:- -Eucharist -
4th Sunday : Eucharist

5th Sunday: - Eucharist

Church Warden & Lay Chairman —-PCC

Mr Ken Wilkinson email: ken@alderleychurch.co.uk
Hon PCC Secretary:
Mr P Kershaw email: pccsecretary@alderleychurch.co.uk

Hon Treasurer:
Mr Will Ablett email: treasurer@alderleychurch.co.uk




Envelope & Gift Aid Scheme Administrator:
Mr Donald Henderson  email: envelopes@alderleychurch.co.uk

Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs L Kershaw
email:electoralroll@alderleychurch.co.uk

Archivist
Mrs Jenny Youatt email: info@stmarysalderley.com
Organist: St. Mary’s is currently without a regular organist. The

Church is grateful to the many organists who have
been playing service by service since August 2017

The Church Choir:

Church Flower Rota
Mrs Avril Lamond email: avrillamond@btinternet.com

Mr Michael Penlington (Festivals)
email: michael.penlington574@btinternet.com

Captain of the Tower: (Practice 7.30pm Tuesdays)
Mr Peter Robinson email: peterfiona@hotmail.co.uk

Prayer Book Society Representative
Mrs Anne Dodd

Parish Hall Bookings
David Fairbotham 07951 888896
bookings.naparishhall@gmail.com

Parish Hall Costs:
£20 per hour - minimum 2 hours

Burial Board: (Clerk) 07717 244 537
email: clerk.napc@gmail.com




RON FROST

Time served Tradesman
Professional Interior & Exterior Decorating
FREE ESTIMATES * EXPERT ADVICE * NO VAT
All work undertaken by Proprietor
Mobile: 07736 034462 65, Earlsway, Macclesfield

www.ronfrostdecorator.co.uk

Newton Landscapes

Professional Garden & Grounds Maintenance
Landscaping & Design ~ Garden & Grounds Maintenance
Professional Pruning and Hedge Cutting ~ Planting Work

Gardens Tidied ~ Mowing & Lawncare
Tel: 01625 422441 / 07979 751804
www.newtonlandscapes.com

Cheshire East Chimney Sweep

Guild of master sweeps member and trading standards buy with confidence

approved chimney sweep.
Tel. 01625 268437 or 07979842309

www.cheshireeastchimneysweep.co.uk



http://www.ronfrostdecorator.co.uk
http://www.cheshireeastchimneysweep.co.uk/

