
  

Welcome to worship 

Welcome to St.Mary’s Church, Alderley at Easter 

Minister: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  ALL: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

Exsultet 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation!  

Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King!  

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you!  

Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you!  

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

Holy Communion  

We sing a hymn 



2 

The Collect for Purity 

All:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Absolution 

The General Confession 

All    

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

The Invitation to the General Confession 
In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead, we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence 
and faith.        cf Romans 6.4 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

All: Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.      Amen. 

The Collect 

Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory.  

Silence is kept. 

ALMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting 
life;  

We humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace going before 
us thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual 
help we may bring the same to good effect;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end.  

Amen.  
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The Sermon 

We sing a hymn 

A reading from one of the Gospels 

When the Gospel is announced, the priest says: ‘Hear the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.’ 
All: Glory to you, O Lord 

At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

A reading from the Old Testament of the Bible 

At the end of the reading the reader says: ‘This is the Word of 
the Lord’. 
All: Thanks be to God 

A reading from the New Testament of the Bible 

At the end of the reading the reader says: ‘This is the Word of 
the Lord’. 
All: Thanks be to God 

The Nicene Creed 

All   WE BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.     to page 5 

There may follow a reading from either the Old Testament or the  
New Testament, or from both.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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Let us by prayer and intercession with thanksgiving make our  
requests to God. 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.  
Jesus, light of the world, 
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 
Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
Jesus, bread of life, 
give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth 
and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,  
recover the lost, 
bind up the injured, 
strengthen the sick 
and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.  
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always.  

Amen. 

We sing a hymn.  You are invited to make an offering. 
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Creator of all, 
you wash away our sins, 
you give us new birth by the Spirit, 
and redeem us in the blood of Christ. 
As we celebrate the resurrection, 
renew your gift of life within us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  
Amen. 

The Thanksgiving Prayer 

The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.  

He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation  
sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
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All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his 
command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts 
of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and 
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in re-
membrance of me”. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: “Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me”. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resur-
rection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your 
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the memori-
al of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Christ is the bread of life: 
All   When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of 
thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the 
presence of your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire 
us with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we 
worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:  
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

All   Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

All   We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

The priest and people receive Communion 
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We sing a  hymn 
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The Post-Communion Prayer 

All   Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing …and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

Common Worship, Order One, Easter season. 
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+ 
THE EASTER ANTHEMS 

CHRIST our Passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let us 
keep the feast,  
Not with the old leaven, neither with the leaven of  malice 
and wickedness : but with the unleavened bread of  sincerity 
and truth.  
1 Cor. v. 7. 

CHRIST being raised from the dead dieth no more : death 
hath no more dominion over him. 
For in that he died, he died unto sin once : but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God.  
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin : but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Rom. vi. 9. 

CHRIST is risen from the dead : and become the first fruits 
of  them that slept. 
For since by man came death : by man came also the resur-
rection of  the dead. 
For as in Adam all die : even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.  
1 Cor. xv. 20. 


