
 

Minutes of St Mary’s Church, Alderley Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
Thursday 25th April 2019 
19.30 

 
Present Revd. Hale, Mark Wilkinson, Will Ablett, Peter Bean, Michael Penlington,  

Jenny Youatt, Sue Shiers, Jean Whittingham, Ann Austin, Noni Watkins,  
Janet Adamson, Helen Jabr, Terry Fones, Albert Dodd, Anne Dodd, Michael Lee,  
Jackie Lee, Peter Liddle, Wynne Liddle, Elisabeth Jackson, Maureen Woolley,  
Geoff Woolley, Michael Stonehewer, Sue Hinchcliffe, Ken Wilkinson,  
Steph Wilkinson, Beryl Bardsley, Michael Dyer, Peter Reynolds,  
Donald Henderson, Fiona Ablett 
 

Apologies Ronelda & Charles Dyas, Roger & Christine Walker, Gill Beeley,  
Sarah-Jane Wilkinson, Lesley Dunhill, Stephen & Jules Maynard, Joan Bean, 
Marie Stonehewer, Bert Wright 

 
Welcome & opening worship 
 
It was reported that Brian Davies has unfortunately passed away on 24th April 2019. 
Bishop Peter will be retiring on 30th September 2019. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 
1. Appointment of Secretary for the Meeting of Parishioners 

It was agreed for Mark Wilkinson to undertake this role. 
2. Apologies for absence 

None further to the above. 
3. Appointment of tellers 

No need for tellers at this meeting. 
4. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners held on 19 April 2018 

Proposed Michael Penlington, Seconded Jenny Youatt 
All in favour 

5. Matters arising 
None 

6. Election of three Churchwardens 
PCC regulations state that a Churchwarden can stand for 6 years, Michael Penlington has served 
for 6 years but is willing to carry on, so we need to agree to waive this rule to accept Michael. 
Proposal is to formally waive the rule – Proposed Janet Adamson, Seconded Albert Dodd.  All 
voted in favour. 
Proposals: 
Jenny Youatt – Proposed Donald Henderson, Seconded Michael Stonehewer 
Ken Wilkinson – Proposed Jenny Youatt, Seconded Peter Bean 
Michael Penlington – Proposed Jenny Youatt, Seconded Wynne Liddle 
Janet Adamson would like to pass on a vote of thanks to them for their hard work throughout 
the year.  This was agreed by all present. 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
1. Appointment of Secretary for the APCM 

It was agreed for Mark Wilkinson to undertake this role. 
2. Apologies for absence 

None further to the above. 
3. Appointment of tellers 

No need for tellers at this meeting. 



4. Minutes of the APCM held on 19 April 2018 
Proposed Anne Dodd, Seconded Peter Bean 
All in favour 

5. Matters Arising 
None 

6. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 
Will Ablett reported that figures are really dire, so would like to propose that those that give by 
standing order review the amount that is given. 
Noni Watkins asked what the response to Just Giving was?  Will replied that 1 lady took up the 
payments through it, but didn’t realise she could give by standing order, so has now transferred 
across; we have already cancelled the subscription as it wasn’t working, even with weddings etc. 
Peter Liddle commented that the accounts make miserable reading of a £30,000 deficit without 
any legacies, do we know what St Catherine’s are running at?  Revd. Hale replied that they are 
circa £5-6,000.  Peter Liddle asked if we should look at merging?  Will replied that the costs of 
the Parish are split anyway.  Revd. Hale commented that he is the major cost of Parish Share. 
Michael Dyer asked about the reduction in legacies this year, can we publicise that this is 
possible?  Revd. Hale replied that he is drafting documents at the moment, which will be sent 
out in due course. 
Donald Henderson commented that he’d like to see more people sign up to standing order over 
envelope scheme, and then review the amount each year. 

7. Appointment of the Honorary Independent Examiner of Accounts 
Will Ablett proposed that David Shipley is appointed again, David is willing to carry on. 
Proposed Michael Penlington, Seconded Donald Henderson 

8. Electoral Roll Officer’s report 
Only done every 6 years. 
April 2019 – 180  61 Resident  119 Non-Resident 
Down by 49, which isn’t too bad considering that around 2013 for a couple of years every 
marriage came on the roll but then didn’t attend, or people have moved away or passed on. 
There is still time for folk to return their forms. 
Janet Adamson would like to extend a vote of thanks to Hellie Jabr for undertaking the renewal 
this year. 

9. Election of Representatives of the Laity to the Parochial Church Council 
Thanks to Sue Hinchcliffe who is standing down. 
4 nominations – Donald Henderson, Mark Wilkinson, Peter Bean & Steph Wilkinson.   
All suitably proposed and seconded. 
Janet Adamson asked if Lesley Marsh would join PCC?  Revd. Hale replied that we can co-opt 2 
members. 

10. Election of Deanery Synod Representatives 
No nominations 

11. Deanery Synod Report 
Terry Fones commented that there are usually 3 meetings a year, starts with speaker and then 
moves on to Deanery business. 
Revd. Hale asked if anyone would like to join to let him know. 

12. Appointment of Sidespeople 
Jenny Youatt read out the current list of sidespeople – all accepted to post. 

13. Report on the Church Fabric 
Report emailed out prior to meeting. 
Peter Bean informed the meeting that the roof of the nave and trusses have been checked and 
all declared structurally sound. 
We now have a defibrillator, this will be stored inside the Church for the use of parishioners 
when church is open, weddings, services etc. 
Lights on Church and car park have been updated.  Thanks to Peter Robinson for this. 
Plans to extend the car park, extend to East towards cottages, currently have a topographical 
survey to maximise number of cars, believe have space for 35 cars 

14. Annual Review of Parish Safeguarding Arrangements 
All PCC members are to have training, one evening in Summer. 



Revd. Hale has been having meeting with Fiona Ablett / Lynn Smith over this. 
Adopt report: 
Proposed – Ken Wilkinson 
Seconded – Helen Jabr 
All voted in favour. 

15. Chairman’s Remarks 
Rector’s Field – Noni Watkins asked if the Japanese knotweed is under control?  Revd. Hale 
replied that it is.  Noni commented that her father said that the wall would be the death of St 
Mary’s.  Revd. Hale suggested that maybe we look to sell the Rector’s Field? 
Discussion ensued over the social housing, and Anne Dodd said she would have opposed the 12 
houses, there are 3 on Welsh Road, would have supported 5, maybe the density put the 
neighbours off.  Diocesan Board of Finance have to agree to sale of land. 
Fiona Ablett commented that she was disappointed that the statement of need referred to 
social housing instead of low-cost housing.  Michael Penlington commented that the Archdeacon 
would also be involved and he’s concerned about proposal if neighbours are not in agreement. 

16. Any other business 
Noni Watkins would like to pass on a vote of thanks to the visiting organists. 
Fiona Ablett would like to pass on a vote of thanks to Mark Wilkinson for his efforts as Secretary.  
All present agreed with this vote of thanks. 

  


